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Condom Evolution
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It’s big business for a relatively small product. Condoms, or in
medical terms, prophylactics devices, are finding their way into
the (business) spotlight. Trade figures indicate an industry
manufacturing approximately 15 billion units in 2013 (in use by
an estimated 750 million people), The past few years have
trended global condom sales increasing at a steady 7 percent rate,
with an estimated growth to 20 billion units shipping in 2016.
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Further evidence of market success is unfortunately found in
the gecent discoveries of massive counterfeiting of condom
products. The China Daily newspaper reported earlier this year
that a police raid in the Fujian province confiscated more than 2
million condoms falsely labeled as Durex, Contex, and Jisshon
products. According to police reports cited by the newspaper,
The factory was purchasing condoms from another factory in
Hebei province and false packaging materials from a factory in
Guangdong province. The counterfeiting staff of workers simply
put the condoms in the false wrappers, estimated at 20,000
condoms a day, and the items were sold to small supermarkets
and adult shops and through online retailers.

TiE TORYDOEGHIMIE, FREEALIVE—LERED
KAELGAREDREDRETEREINTWS, Fy/4FT4Y
—HRE BEREDERODFANNBRS>TT2ALYIR, VT
YPR . BIUVERELTIRNILAAULEDIVF—LFFRIL
FlEESFENDICTHRESNT-, FE TSI HSN-EROH
HIZkDE IHBFEREADITIEMAILELBBEMERA
DD THENLAVF—LEFALEL . FBHEDRERS
VIFBI22FaAVR—LA—BEHERTY/AA—CaVF—LE
ANT, PATLIZNSBER—/IS—OKRKADEEIZ, 254
VINEERBETRLTRESN

On a more positive note, the industry has recently gained
significant positive attention with the he Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation offering $100,000 grants to eight organizations (from
more than 800 applications) proposing wide-ranging evolutions
in condoms as a means to further their use as a means of disease
prevention. Promising projects will be eligible for up to $1
million in additional funds from the Gates Foundation.

Recent technological advancements allow for proposed
innovations that weren’t even imaginable just a few years ago.
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Among the proposals: e

HLL Lifecare of India has proposed a condom constructed of
graphene. This new carbon-based substance is alleged to be the
strongest, thinnest material in existence and will conduct/transmit
heat.

Boston University has proposed a condom utilizing a double-walled
design, filling the barrier between the walls with water and protective
drugs. The design is alleged to reduce friction and prevent breakage.
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University of Tennessee has proposed a condom constructed of
superelastomers -- an ‘extreme’ elastic material that can stretch far
beyond the limits of current latex condoms.

Apex Medical Technologies has proposed collagen based condoms.
The product, made from cow tendon fibers give the condoms a
human skin feel/touch, as well as reducing the rubber/plastic sent
emitted from the latex products.
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Growth and innovation equals significant profits. The world’s
largest condom maker, Malaysia-based Karex Industries recently
debuted on the Malaysian stock exchange and rose in value by almost
one-third on it’s opening day. Karex claims to make about one in
every 10 condoms sold anywhere in the world, including their brands
Carex and LifeStyles. Karex estimates it cranks out almost 10 times
more condoms than Trojan, a brand made by New Jersey-based
Church & Dwight (CHD), manufacturer of Arm & Hammer branded

products.
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